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TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW MEXICO: 


FELLOW CITIZENS :— 


By the action, of the Union Convention, held in the city of 
Santa Fé on the 20th of March last, my name has been placed 
before you as a candidate for Delegate to the Congress of the 
United Siates from this Territory. . 

Grateful as I must feel for this manifestation of confidence, 
and personal regard, I should, notwithstanding, have earnestly 
desired that the choice of the Convention had fallen upon some 
one of the many of our fellow-citizens, more capable than my- 
self, to be the guardian of the sacred interests of our people, en- 
trusted to the keeping of their Delegate. 

It was therefore with the greatest diffidence in my own capa- 
city and powers, that I responded to the call of the convention, 
by accepting the candidacy so kindly bestowed, and whatever 
may be the fears and inclinations of my own heart, to the dispo- 
sition of a generous public I reverently bow. 

We are, fellow-citizens, in the midst of events all important 
to our interests ; events, calculated not only to bear heavily upon 
the present, but also materially to shape the future of our coun- 
try. 

That a revolution in public sentiment on the question of the 
destiny of New Mexico has begun, and is in progress, it is vain to 
attempt to conceal, and folly to deny. 


Everywhere around us, we see a new, progressive spirit mov- 
ing; we observe the rewards for intelligence, energy and industry; 
flourishing commerce, success of public and private enterprise, 
the advancement of civilization, progress, happiness;—New Mex- 
ico and New Mexico alone lies prostrate, paralyzed, with its energy 
crippled and interests disregarded, at the entrance of a deserv- 
ing better fate. e 

This pervading, and, in every class of society, heavily felt 
state of prostration, this condition of the body politic, affected 
with debility, paralysis, numbness, must surely be the cause of 
the popular uprising, excitement and clamor. 

The people of New Mexico could no longer remain ina 
lethargic condition; it behooved them, to arise and observe, to re- 
flect and meditate; to examineinto the causes which have brought 
about this state of things, and promptly apply a remedy. Is 
there such remedy, andis New Mexico worthy of a better 
fate ? 

Long before the building of a Fort by the Dutch upon Man- 
hattan Island, or the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers upon Ply- 
mouth Rock, had the noble warriors of His Catholic Majesty 
planted the Cross,—the emblem of civilization upon the hills and 
in the vales of New Castile. ` 

Nearly three centuries ago, animated by the glowing des- 
criptions given by Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Baca and Pedro Cas- 
tañeda de Naguera, of the country then known as ‘‘Cibola”® now 
‘New Moxico,” did the countrymen of Cortez rescue that coun- 
try from under the dominion of the Savage, and redeemed the 
same to the arts of civilization, 

The Spanish missionaries, forgetting the comforts to be en- 
joyed at home, and disregarding the perils and dangers to be en- 
countered, led the vanguard of hardy pioneers, carrying, instead 
of the sword, the cross, and by inculcating the soothing influen- 
ces of Christianity, converted thousands of the wild men of the 
woods and redeemed them to the hope of salvation. 
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-Then the setlements of New Mexico began: Houses of wor- 
ship were erected upon the spots where shortly before Indians 
held their dances around their unmeaning Idols. 

France, England, Spain and Holland having at this time 
their eyes directed towards the western hemisphere, and vieing 
with each other to secure the benefits, which its unbounded re- 
sources promised, were simultaneously engaged in sending emi- 
grants to the New World. 

From Spain some came in quest of adventure, some in search 
of gold, others to better their condition, and some to labor in the 
humane cause of a missionary. New Mexico, thus populated on 
account of its isolated geographical position, received but little 
assistance from the mother-country, except to stimulate its hardy 
inhabitants to the prosecution of mining, in order to contribute to 
enrich the Royal Treasury. 

The value of the country had, however, scarcely become 
known, when the ideas of Independence, for which an Hidalgo 
fought and died, and an Iturbide abdicated a throne, became to 
be agitated, and disturbed the peace of the country. After the 
achievement of Independence, and the elevation of Vitoria to the 
Presidency, every Mexican heart was inspired with renewed hope 
and confidence. 

But no sooner had a Republic been established, when the 
hydra of internal dissentions for party ascendency, fought alter- 
nately under the banners of federation and centralization of the 
powers of gevernment, showed its monstrous head, and up to 
the time of the annexation of New Mexico to the United States, 
stifled the progress of this otherwise rich and valuable portion of 
Mexico: To these obstructing causes, another and still more se- 
rious one must be added: that of the savage, by which the coun- 
try then was, and still is, surrounded. Most of what the indus- 
trious citizen of New Mexico earned by the sweat of his brow and 
his skill, this enemy of civilization and the white race, did con- 
sume. With armsin hand, had the people to follow their daily 
occupations; thousands of them fell victims to the violence of a a 
ruthless savage foe. 


. Whilst thus the more rapid progress of the province of New 
Mexico was obstructed, the social condition of the people could only 
keep pace with their material advancement. From Spain the rem- 
nants of feudalism were introduced, which were not eradicated by - 
. the establishment of a republican form. of government. Isolated 
from the rest of the world, far from the seat of government, the 
local rulers of this country not unfrequently substituted their will 
and caprice for law;—the more fortunate, wealthy inhabitants 
claimed and asserted rights not to be conceded to or enjoyed by the 
poorer and more unfortunate one; the former became the power- 
ful master and the latter,—equally virtuous and honest,—the 
humble obedient vassal, who in many instances, with uncovered 
head and crossed arms had to acknowledge a Supremacy, not that 
of intellect or nobility of mind, but that of wealth and fortune. 

In this manner the people of New Mexico,-thus subjected to 
the continual vicissitudes of their political and social conditions, 
not desponding, but trusting in the coming of a-better fortune, 
bore their burdens with christian fortitude: they lived happy, be- 
cause they were virtuous and contented. 

In this condition general Kearney found the people, when 
he planted the Stars and Stripes upon the capital of New Mexico, 
and with them proclaimed the doctrines of a new political gospel, the 
inalicnable rights of man, the supremacy of, and equality before 
the law, the rights of the citizens, to govern themselyes, and pur- 
sue their own EE 

With the transfer of sovereignty, the social and political 
status of the inhabitants changed, a new Aurora appeared in the 
horizon of New Mexico; commerce, agriculture, and industry re- 
ceived a new impulse, mercantile connections with the United 
States were formed, ideas expanded in the same degree, as the 
two races commingled with each other, the benign influences of 
self government enlig htened the citizen and schools were opened 
for the education of the youth. 

At first, naturally enough, patriotism and an honest pride of 
country and nationality, induced the native citizens to view their 
political change with caution and, perhaps, by some with distrust; but 


5 


after the lapse of time, when the beneficial results of such a change 
became more apparent toall, when ties of friendship ‘and ‘mutual 
good will had been éstablislied, when the wealthier portion of the 
inhabitants perceived the beneficial results ar ising to them from 
their connection with the commercial communities in the States, 
when the poor and humble one observed, that his rights were as sac- 
red as those of his fortune-favored neighbour, when the honest and 
industrious saw, that intelligence and energy found their reward, 
that the title to honest manhood only was the title to citizenship— 
that the barrier had been removed, which abstructed the acquire- 
ment of knowledge, wealth, happiness and contentment; when 
they saw the government of their country transferred from the few 
to the many, observed the rich to enjoy no more privileges than 
the poor, then it was, that our people with perhaps a few excep- 
tions, adopted the change of severeignty asa choice, in which 
theretofore they had acquiesced by force of circumstances. 

The people of New Mexico have linked their destiny with 
that of all other Americans. ‘Itoo, am a citizen of the United 
States” is the proud serious and joyous exclamation of at least 
nine-tenths of the native born inhabitants. The efforts of the dem- 
agogue, to awaken national prejudices, are no longer of any avail; 
the pround, hereditary, domineering rich man who still dreams ` 
of the days Long gone by, finds himself confronted with his hon- 
est humble and poor neighbor, wispering in his ear: ‘thank God, 
under our present form of government my rights are as sacred as 
your own; the privileges you once claimed to possess over me, 
existed only in your imagination, and had nothing but arrogance 
for their foundation; the same flag, which protects your rights, 
protects mine; now I recognize no other superior, but my God. 
and the laws of my Country," 

The beneficial results of the change of government on many 
occasions, was acknowledged by a large portion of our people, 
not by professions only, but also by deeds. When the Indian sav- 
age infesting our borders, threatening our lives and interests, the 
government had only to call, and volunteer companies, consisting 
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mostly of the native-born citizens would heattly respond to the 
call; when the officers of the government were without funds to 
defray the necessary expenses incurred in this Territory, they 
needed only to call upon the wealthier portion of the inhabitants, 
and the last dollar was cheerfully advanced on the pledge of the 
government. When the Texan invaders threatened to depose the 
constitutional authorities of this Territory, and to unite the coun- 
try, to the so called Confederacy, every one, American and Mezi- 
can, capable of bearing arms,—recommending their mothers, 
wives and children to the protection of a kind Providence,—ral- 
licd around the Flag of the Union, ready to sacrifice upon the al- 
tar of country their all, to assist in driving from within its bord- 
ers the invaders, and to uphold our banner, our constitution and 
our liberties. Although many of these patriotic men have as yet 
not received a cent for their services, they do not murmur, well 
knowing, that our government is a just government, that the fault 
for this does not lie at its doors, butis justly attributable to the 
negligence of those who, in order to carry on a warfare against 
individuals, became oblivious of the rights and interests of the 
country at large. 

Ti is true, that for the last two years a want of confidence in 
the truthfulness of the sentiments of attachment of our people to 
the United States has been manifested by Congress. An idea 
has been permitted to become prevalent, that New Mexico not only 
considers herself a stranger to our government and institutions, 
but that the country itself is worthless, and never will repay for 
any outlay made in its behalf. 

This want of confidence, and this idea are unjust and unwar- 
ranted by facts. Three causes contributed to their creation, 
namely :— 

Ferst. An unjust war waged by certain partisans, for sin- 
ister motives, against the military branch of the Government, the, 


right arm of the President of the United States. This war was’ 


not waged by the people themselves, but was artificially created by 
demagogues, who, at the time thought such a war-cry to be popu- 
lar, and to assist in elevating certain parties into power. Feeling 
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a want of strength in their own merits, a systematic attack upon 
the military was persistefl in; every argument, which hatred and 
ill-will could suggest, wąs made use of to deceive the people and 
beguile them into the lef that their assertions were founded in 
fact, that the people wete imposed upon by the Military, and that 
it was necessary to resist the imposition. When grain had be- 
come scarce on account|pf large consumption by the Military, in 
_ feeding Indian prisonels, the cry was raised that the Military 
Were causing starvati)n among the people;—when afterwards 
grain was purchased ard brought from the States, a partisan Leg- 
islature passed resolutipns, informing the government that the acts 
of its officers were calculated to oppress the people, and to swin- 
de and defraud the govdrnment. 

Such inconsistencilés had their effect in Washington; they 
plainly demonstrated that it was not a desire to promote the wel- 
fare of the country, bu persecution of the Military, which prom- 
pted a handful of citiz¢hs, arrogating to themselves the title of 
oracles of the people, t¢ fabricate such representations. What- 
ever malice and Gerson) spite could suggest, was published as 
the voice of the peopl; these clamors found a ready echo at 
Washington. Every possible abuse was resorted to in the name 
of the people,—when {this same people had no agency in them, ` 
but loudly and earnesily disclaimed any approbation of them. 
Our people living in hprmony with all the officers of the govern- 
ment, were thus misrepresented, and the fee!irss of a few were 
given out as the sentiments of the majority. Ar the seat of gov- 
ernment such feelings vere construed into antagonism to our law- 
ful authorities, and a suspicion sprung up in the breasts of many 
which whilst it damaget{ our fair fame, did great injustice to the 
sentiments of the good|people of New Mexico. 


Secondly: Soon After the ascendency of the party at pre- 
sent in power, the political wire-workers of that party marked 
their designs upon thely political trestle board in vivid colors. 
Intoxicated by success, hoy believed themselves invincible. To 
insure further success, fhe federal offices had to be distributed: 
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among the most faithful partisans who misrepresented the peo~ 
ple. When the President and the Senate of the United States 
dared to make a cross over their calculations, sent us sich officers 
as they chose and evch decapitated some political harlequins in 
New Slexico, the war cry again commenced. ‘To rule or 
ruin” was the watchword, and to ‘‘decezve”’ the countersign of 
some of the leaders of that party. Resistence to the officers sent 
among us by the President was secretly cultivated among the cre- 
dulous but unsuspecting citizens. A remedy was readily found : 
‘to gei rid of these constitutional authorities, we must form 
a State Government’? was openly preached. A falsehood, that 
the Government intended to divide the Territory was circulated, 
in order to ensnare some of the honest people to approve of the 
movement. Inthe Assembly, partisans were readily found to 
advocate the measure. Without consulting the will of the people a 
law was passed to call a State Convention. The Delegate in Con- 
gress, in eloquent language send from Washington his letter 
missive to the people, urging them on to theruinous undertaking. 
Some of the favorites of the movement already dreamed of their 
future glories as Senators and Representatives in Congress, im- 
agining themselves seated in the costly coach of State, drawn by 
the poor inhabitants, lashing them on to renewed speed. But 
before the appearance of the day when the people, by the exercise 
of their sovereign prerogative were to sanction the measure, most 
of those who had been misled by misrepresentation to at first 
countenance the movement, had learned, “that this scheme was 
intended to resist the legally appointed officers of the President 
and the Senate, and not for the purpose of bettering the condi- 
tion of the people; they therefore withdrew their support, and 
resisted the consummation of the design. At the polls but few 
votes were casts, and two thirds of the Delegates to the Conven- 
tion branded the movement with the seal of condemnation. Had 
the so-called Chavez party been successful in their undertaking, 
the substance of the people would have been consumed by taxa- 
tion. The taxes which at present have to be paid by our citizens 
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are heavy; Congress has failed to appropriate the internal reve- 
nue, to be collected for the next three years within this Territory, 
for the uses of public buildings, as was done in the case of every 
other Territory of the United States. No valid reasons are as- 
signed for,this omission, but if our condition does not change 
within a short period, we shall not even have the means of pay- 
ing the taxes already imposed, to say nothing of the taxes neces- 
sarily to be paid in order to support a State government. Wath- 
out the express will and consent of the e they ought not 
to be burdened with a State government; to force such a govern- 
ment upon (he people, as was attempted to be done by the party 
lately in power, is a crime against the people which will certam- 
ly meet with its deserved ees, As in the case of resistance to 
the Military authority, a large majority of our citizens had no con- 
cern in this movement; afew of the leaders of a certain party in- 
augurated it for their own aggrandizement, and’ whilst they be- 
lieved in success, triumphantly heralded the idea that the newly 
appointed federal officers would soon be deposed by a State or- 
ganization; thus creating the impression abroad that a hatred to 
the appointees of the National government, and a desire to op- 
pose their authority was the motive which induced this action. 
Here again we find the people iisrepresented bya few, who 
claimed to speak for a majority of them. 


Thirdly: For several years past, the belief that New Mex- 
ico is a worthless country, without resources, and will never repay 
for the costs and outlays made therein, has been allowed to infuse 
itself into the minds of the authorities at Washington and the 
people of the United States. 

As early as 1852 a high functionary of the government sug- 
gested to purchase from the Mexicans their lands, to induce them 
to leave the country where they were born, where the sacred ashes 
of their fathers reposed, to emigrate, and turn New Mexi- 
co over to the dominion of the savage. Our Delegates in Congress 
from the Hon. José Manuel Gallegos to the Hon. Francisco Perea 
promptly repelled this insult, by showing the value of the resour- 
ces of New Mexico. A very influential Senator ofthe Unite 
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States is reported to have said lately: “Let us withdraw our 
troops from New Mexico and leave the Mexicans and In- 
dians to fight it out.” Where, people of New Mexico was your 
Delegate to disabuse the mind of this misinformed Senator? Per- 
haps he was engaged in preparing a speech against the Comman- 
der of the troops in New Mexico. Let us see what he says: ‘“You 
may say that the country is so poor that it will never repay you 
for your outlay. Sir, supposing that this were true; did you not 
force them to come into your Government? They were living 
very happily under their own, and if you fail to make a good 
bargain, are you going to play the child? But I deny such an 
assertion: What would you have done without the mines of Cali- 
fornia and Nevada during the late war? Where would you have 
procured your gold? Yet California and Nevada are only a small 
portion of the cession of the magnificent Territory which Mexico 
made to you in 1848.” Did the Government of the U. S. fail to 
make a good bargain, when New Mexico was acquired? Let the ` 
people answer. Does not such language tacitly admit, that New 
Mexico is worthless? Would it not have been more proper lan- 
guage to have said. ‘‘The people of the United States need the 
mountains of New Mexico, to pay their national debt, its moun- 
tain passes to construct their continental highway, its plains and 
highlands to produce their wool, its valleys to produce their wine, 
and its climate and warm springs to cure their invalids. If pro- 
perly developed, New Mexico will be as valuable to the United 
States as the States of California and Nevada. Let our Gov- 
ernment (not your government) do its duties towards the citi- 
zens of New Mexico, who are as much Americans and as devoted 
and loyal to the United States as the citizens of New York or 
Pensylvania.” Such language from our Delegate would surely’ 
have had a better effect, than the silly harangue about your Gov- 
ernment has or has not made a bad bargain, and your Govern- 
ment is or is not going to play the child. 

These fellow-¢itizens, are some of the causes why we are . 
looked upon somewhat with distrust, and why the idea that New 


Mexico is a worthless country, and should be entirely abandoned 
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by the Government of the United States, has gained strength 


among the people of the States; and the effect of these causes is 


our present deplorable condition. 

When these prevailing erroneous ideas are corrected, and the 
true value of New Mexico is properly made known, then and not 
until then, can we look to a change in our affairs, and to a pro- 


perregard for our interests. 


Not only are the many and valuable resources of New Mexico, 
but also its geographical position, inducements for its future pros- 
perity. Ever since the idea of a Pacific Railroad, uniting the 
Atlantic with the Pacific has then conceived, its great importance 
to the mineral, social, commercial, military and agricultural in- 
terests, and national prestige, has daily become more apparent. 
So far back as 1861, California, forseeing the ultimate consum- 
mation of this great national enterprise, commenced the work at 
Sacramento. That wealthy State, less influenced by war and in- 
spirited by the immense traffic of the region through which it was 
designed to pass, worked hard to accomplish its task, and thus, 
by controlling its direction on the Pacific division, to secure to 
her citizens most of the benefits to be derived therefrom. 


Not until after the establishment of peace, aided by the liberal 
legislation of Congress, was the work begun at the eastern end.— 
Not only were large amounts of publiclands freely given, but 
Government gave further animation by sustaining the capitalists 
engaged in the enterprise, by pledging its credit to an amount 
nearly half sufficient to build the road. Impelled by such aid, 
the eastern section of the Union Pacific Railroad has completed 
three hundred miles west of the Missouri, and it is expected that 
at the end of this year, it will reach the Recky Mountains, two 
hundred miles further. But the experience of last winter has 
suddenly awakened the Company to a stern reality, which the 
gold of California, the immense credit of the Government and the 
achievements of science cannot change; the impracticability to 
build a railroad over projected routes. The heavy snows, which 


fellin the Platte Valley during the last season, have taught the 
company, that with all their means and skill they cannot subdue 
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the elements. Any one, who is acquainted with the Rocky Moun- 
tains, will readily contele, that north of this Territory no cars 
can pass those mountains during the winter months. 

Providence has decreed that that road must pass through New 
Mexico. 

It requires but little forecast, and study of the commer- 
cial necessities of the world, to see very nearly, where the great 
arteries of railroad communication must pulsate across our conti- 
nent. There can be no question but that one line must eventu- 
ally run westward from Memphis, to San Diego, California, or 
to a port on the Gulf of California, which latter, if we cannot ac- 
quire by purchase, we can have access to it by the comity ofa 
sister republic. ‘That line will run accross the rich mineral re- 
gion, now rapidly developing in the southern portion of New 
Mexico. Nor can there be a doubt, that another line will run 
somewhere near the 35th parallel of latitude. To connect these 
two by a track in the valley of the Rio Grande will be found not 


only to be profitable, but necessary. Here then you have an out- 


line of a reilroad system in this great Territory, an outline that 
will be filled in by other SSES to be projected by more local in- 
teresis. 

The laws of climate on both the great routes named are so 
genial, that travel upon them at all seasons of the year mae be 
safe SC comfortable. 

And the heavy trains freighted with the costly sian of 
China, Japan and Hindostan can be shot along hese roads with 
no obstruction ofice and snow. Then will come that proud day 
for New Mexico, so often predicted and now so near realization. 
In room, then, of being isolated from the commerce of the world ` 
and from the hourly intelligence, which elsewhere now flashes 
along the wires of the telegraph, New Mexico will be in the dir- 
ect channels of that com merce and of that intelligence. 

Hitherto the Indians have been so numerous and so powerful 
as to nearly paralyze ine efforts of the peoples to make new set- 
tlements. 

But the rapid strides which civilization is making towards 
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and even thr ough our mountains, multiply, §0- many times -the 
points of contact between the wite and red races—that collisions 
become more and more. frequent. The white man will not recede an 
inch. `The Indian must therefore succumb. It i is his destinv.— 
Humanity shrinks from destroying him. What, other course, then, 
can Wé adopt, ‘to obtain immunity from his. rifle and his knife, 
except to place him i upon a Reservation and ‘hold, him therë, be 
force? ` 


Turn this matter-over and over as you will, and you must 
adopt one of these alternatives. . To hare a Reser vation for each 
tribe or band—you must have military. posts, to overawe. and ĉọn- 
trol the Indians of that tribe or. band ang they: have become 
civilized; or at least lost ‘their. ferocity and főndness for violence, 
So that here you not only’ have ‘the presence of SE but sécu- 
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rity from: Indian depredations: Ni fe 


“When ‘once thé’ country i is fréé’to E GE oe “your flocks 
and herds, the rapidity with which your boundless pasturage ‘will 
become éovered br them; “will‘seem almost to be the work of mag- 
ic- By improving the-breéds;, the‘ wealth, “which will- accumulate 
from ‘tlie’ ‘raising: of: ‘sheep o of the cashmere} goat, ‘of fine ‘blooded cat- - 
‘tle, horses and. ‘mules, can-hardly| bé computed. Here nature cures 
an.abutidance of thé most nutritious: bag, on -which stoëk ‘can Bye 
all winter, even unshelteréd:. Here grow putigent: ‘shrubs and herbs 
‘on which sheep and: ‘goats love: at times to broue; arid which cón- 
dee zo much to their ‘health‘and general: condition. ` Disease 


amongst! thè domestic: animals in“your | pure climate is hardly € ever 
known.. The raisitig. of fine woöls alone ‘will sch be “one of the 
most profitable of all your ‘pursuits. 


The’ éulture of the vines, also; will bé most’ remunerative, for 
tite quality: "of yoyr grape-is'so excellent, that your wines will yet 
produce a-profit: which will stimulate this branch of industry. ` 

‘Recent devélopinélits prove beyond a doubt. that there Ze ho 
Territory,. Which surpasses New ..Mexico in the number, extent, or 
richness of veing of the precious as well ` ap. of the useful metals, 
Gold, silver, copper, -lead, iron and coal abound. in nearly. every 
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county. Experitiients now making, in ¢rushing gold bearing 
quartz by stanip mills, give the niost flattering evidence of ‘the 
great returns, which capital invested in this description of proper- 
ty, will produce. 

The silver mines. in the Organ Mountains, in the Sandia 
Mountains and at Pinos Altos, are knéwn to be exceedingly rich, 
and at the latter place farnaéés are now a au to ŝmelt out 
the ore. 

Your iron will yet furnish all that you will require for railroad 
purposes, for machinery dnd agricultural as well as household im- 
plements; and your coal fields are inexhaustible. 

In regard to the extent of the wealth to be extracted from the 
earth in New Mexico, even fancy is as fault. 

See what you have to hope for here! And who amongst you 
can contemplate all these sources of prosperity and not‘feel proud 
of this country? ` 


To insure a speedy emigration to this Territory, and geb 
op more surely and to a greater extent its vast mineral and agri- 
cultural resorces, it has become and now is absolutely necessary 
that we should receive Congressional aid. Lands, rich in min- 
eral, are undeveloped, and fertile acres by the millions’are un¢ulti- 
vated, little more than barren wastes—on account of the pre- 
sent insecurity of life, and the uncertainly ag totitle. Congress 
either must create a commission, ory as in the case of California, 
confer jurisdiction upon the United States District Courts,{to as- 
certain and settle all titles to lands, and secure the owners in their 
possessions. When surveys have been made, and the private land 
claims are segregated from the publie doniaii, the hardy laborer 
and the honest miner will feel a security that that which he im- 
proves, will not-be snatched away from him by others. A geo- 
logical and minerological survey of -this Territory would acceler- 
ate the development ef its resources, and the daily discoveries 
of mineral deposits demand the establishment of an assay office. 
This accomplished, our mountains will soon ring With the iitisic 
of the miners pick, the whiatle of the stéain engine, thè crashing 
of the quartz-mill, and thèse induntains will then "be made ‘to 
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pour out the now hidden riches. of their inexhaustible howels. Qon- 
fidence ‘in the resources.of New Mexico must be established, in or- 
der to attract the attention of capitalist, ag without capital, most 
of our mineral wealth is of no avail. With it New- Mexico will 
soon see her valleys and. praries ‘‘bloom and blossom as the rose” 
and her people.prosperous and contented. But if we fail in ex- 
erting our energies, we will see ourselves outstripped by our ad- 
joining sisters, with our resources undeveloped, representing.the 
drones in the bee:hive, instead of being the busy bees we ought 
to he. 

The ge of post routes and postal facilities in our 
Territory and more particularly i in those localities lately settled 
by our enterprising citizens, is a question of grave importance, 
and calls for the speedy action of the government. 


l 


The necessity. of constructing a military road from Santa Fé 
to Taos—thence to Mora and Fort Union not only is apparent 
to all, but has been ` favored by those officers of the U. S. Army, 
who now are, and heretofore have been, stationedin New Mexico. 
The rapidly increasing mineral settlement at Pinos Altos also 
suggests the building of aroadto that place, leaving the Rio 
Grande somewhere near Socorro or Fort Craig. The construc- 
tion of such a road will curtail the distance at present traveled 
of nearly one hundred and forty miles. ` 

An appropriation is also needed for the purpose of building 
tanks upon the Jornada del Muerto not only as a matter of con- 
venience to the traveling public, but also as a matter of great 
economy to the goyernment of the United States. Facts show, 
that the value of stock’ annually. lost by the government alone, by ` 
reason of the want of water upon that plain, is- almost equal to 
the cost of the construction of one or two tanks thereon. Hf these 
facts are properly presented to Congress, there og bé no doubt 
bat. what the necessary appropriation y will be “nade to constrict 
such tanks. Me ae 

_- Our capital and other publie Get should be coinploted 
We have neither State: House, Penitentiary, Court rooms „Or rooms 
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for Territorial officers,--no place for the preservation of the archives 
and records of the Territory, —in 1 fact we have no building re- 
quired and absolutely needed for the ` proper. transaction’ of busi- 
ness of an organized, civilized, community. ‘By’ an-act of Con- 
gress, ‘all the ‘Territories, except New Mexico, have received a do- 
nation of the internal revenue ‘collected therein ‘for “three years 
following the passage of that act, to be applied tothe construc: 
tion of public buildings. - Why this gross injustice? Did we have 
a Delegate in Congress or not? Hold your forniér Delegate res- 
ponsible for this neglect and send one who will have a watchful 
care for the interests of New Mexico. 


Again: ever since the year 1861: the sons of | New. Mèxicò 
rendered service of great importance to the United: ‘States as Mi- 
litia, and have, as yet, not received a cent for their services.. The 
Territory of Colorado (with less than one third-the population of 
New Mexico} through her Delegate’s exertions, obtained a large 
appropriation for the payment of ler Militia,- and Colorado is 
not an exception! To the people of every -State and. Territory, 
except New Mexico, who rendered Military services - during the 
War, not only have payments been made, but bounties have-been 
given. Where are the people of New Mexico? They. are 
left ‘‘out in the cold? In October 1861,'twelve hundred militia 
were called out by General Canby ‘them Military. Comman- 
dant.. The rolls of the companies, forming - several bat- 
tallions, commanded by Col. Francisco Perea and Col. Diego Ar- 
chuleta, are now in the Department at Washington, and itre- 
quires only a little exertion to obtain an order , for the payment 
of the samo, out of the general army appropriation. . Ought 1 not 
the ‘ citizens be paid . without being obliged _ to sell their claims 
‘against the government to spéculators, for a mere pittance? 

At present, the lands donated to us by Congress for school 
purposes, are without avail. Knowledge is power. “Culture? s. hands l 
spread vendure oven the land;” education incréases the happiness 
of men. Hitherto, we have been mostly indebted to the indémi- 
- table exertions of our excellerit Bishop, the Right-Reverend John . 
Lamy, and to truly christian ae for the’ éstablishment of 
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schools for the eduction of ‘our “youth. Some means should be 
devised, by. which aid is secured to the furtherance of such laud- 
able enterprise,’ ` To afford facilities for “instruction i8 one of the 
most sdcred duties of government, ‘especially in Republics. 

ep Liberal "Territorial Legislation i is needed, ..Protection should 
be ‘accorded to all.’ "As the -settlements. of N ew Mexico extend, 
thé i ineans should be provided to extend the arm of protection. 
To ‘refuse’ to settlements like those of the Rio Bonito region 
and Pinos Altos as the party lately in power—the so-called 
Chavez party} have ‘doné,-County organizations, thereby excluding 
them from the privileges arid rights of citizens, is unjust, and must 
beabandonéd; The people of those regions are entitledto the pro- 
tection of the Law.. Narrowminded Legislation obstructs the prog- 
ress of any Country, and the citizens of those regions will exert 
and make known their rights. The interests of the people, living 
south of the Jornada, should not ‘be disregarded, but should be 
fostered with the same solicitude as those of the citizens living 
near the centre of our Territorial Government. | 

These, my fellow citizens, are some of the measures, which, 

in my humble opinion, should be adopted, to change our present 
deplorable condition. To the intelligence, energy and vigilance 
of your Delegate, they are intrusted. To accomplish all this in 
one day must not be expected; to assure you that allof them can 
be accomplished in a short time, would be to deceive you; but an 
honest, intelligent and energetic effect for their accomplishment 
ought to be made. When I accepted the candidacy for the office 
fer whichI now desire your suffrages, I fully felt and appreciat- 
ed the great task which was before me. I did not expect to gath- 
erroses without thorns. That I should meet with opposition, 
honest and dishonest—was to be expected;—to escape calumny, 
is not the lot of any mortal. There or those, who, mastif like, 
must bark at every one. Malignity, hatred, ill will, are allowed 
_ to have their sway in a republic, where everybody: is free to assert 
his own opinions. But, my fellow citizens, do not forget, that a 
compassionate smile is the only answer to which the malignant 
traducer is entitled. 
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If the people of New Mexico will be but true to themselves; 
if they will discard from their minds any other consideration, but: 
that of patriotism and country; if they will allow the idea ofa 
common interest to dispel the-prejudices awakened by demagog- 
uos; follow the dictates of reason and of conscience; lend their 
aid to the accomplishment ef measures calculated to elevate their 
country to the position it so justly deserves, a bright future may 
be expected, one that will shed lustre upon the country and its 
people. 

Bound by the ties friendship, honer and interest to the peo- 
ple of New Mexico, their misfortunes will be my misfortune, 
their progress, my progress, their happiness, my happinness. 

C. P. CLEVER. 

Santa Fé, August 1st, 1867. 


